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Abstract

Over the last years active safety has become aeasitigly important factor within

the automotive industry. Active safety systemsp dtaown as Advanced Driver

Assistance Systems (ADAS), have the function ofvalt assisting the driver in

avoiding accidents by providing information aboufrrent and upcoming traffic

situations and helping the driver take proper astibefore a potential accident
occurs. In this paper, differences and similaritresittitude towards three different
ADAS were investigated. A set of three focus graligcussions were conducted
with Swedish, US American, and Chinese participahte analysis of subjective
data showed differences between the three grogasdiag attitudes towards system
feasibility, information presentation and need $gstem adjustability. Results also
showed that factors such as driving conditiongastfucture, and traffic regulations
all seemed to influence the hypothesised usefuloiethe different systems.

Introduction

Although our roads are more congested now than #vemumber of people killed
or seriously injured in Western countries has desd by 50 percent since 1980.
Much of this progress is done thanks to improvadnpie zones, airbags, seat belt
tensioners and other passive safety technologiegi$éC2004). However, even with
these improvements a large amount of fatal injustésoccur across the world every
day. Therefore, Advanced Driver Assistance Syst¢&i3AS) have become a
growingly important factor when further developitig area of traffic safety. Today
there are only a few ADAS available on the marketriew systems are continuously
introduced by car manufacturers’ world wide. Onetlig major challenges is to
integrate these systems in order to make them wptknally together with the
driver. Research concerning system sensitivitynakignals and alarm modalities is
therefore of vital importance. Besides these fagtdrivedi et al. (2001) points out
the importance of considering cultural differenéesorder to improve safety of
upcoming generations of automobiles. This meansldping systems optimally
suited for different types of drivers in differesituations. It is hypothesised in this
paper that there, besides individual physical arghttive differences, also are cross-
cultural differences in attitude towards ADAS comieg usage, system sensitivity
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